THE   SUCCESSION  QUESTION               129

Scotland, professing the Lord Jesus, consents that an infidel -
and all Papists are infidels - shall be head to your sovereign,
ye do so far as in ye lieth to banish Christ Jesus from this
realm/

Knox was summoned to Court, where the Queen in a vehe-
ment tage began to cry out that never prince was handled as
she. el have borne with you/ she exclaimed, 'in all your rigor-
ous manner of speaking, both against myself and against my
uncles; yea, I have sought your favours by all possible means. I
offered unto you presence and audience whensoever it pleased
you to admonish me; and yet I cannot be quit of you, I vow to
God, I shall be once revenged.' And with these words, says
Knox, scarcely could Marnock, her secret-chamber boy, get
napkins to hold her eyes dry for the tears; and the Bowling',
besides womanly tears, stayed her speech,

Knox patiently abided all the first fume, and at opportunity
answered; 'True it is, Madam, your Grace and I have been at
divers controversies, in the which I never perceived your Grace
to be offended at me. But when it shall please God to deliver you
from that bondage of darkness and error in the which ye have
been nourished, for the lack of true doctrine, your Majesty will
find the liberty of my tongue nothing offensive.*

'What have ye to do with my marriage?' cried Mary. *Gr
what are ye within this Commonwealth? *

'A subject born within the same, Madam*, he answered.
* And albeit I neither be earl, lord, nor baron within its yet has
God made me, how abject that ever I be in your eyes, a profit-
able member within the same.'

From all Mary's troubles, whether at the hands of this dour
preacher and his fellows, or of her provoking, elder cousin of
England, marriage seemed the escape; a magnificent marriage,
for her heart was great, remembering what she had been - a
King's wife; and what she still was - a Queen. An eagle does not
prey on flies, nor such as she match with such as Dudley, who
came not of an old House and whose blood was spotted with
treason. When Maitland was in London at the beginning of
1563 the Spanish ambassador talked to him about a marriage